REVISIONS

(1937), a short novel which Steinbeck tried to make like a
play, and of which he produced also a version for the stage
the same year. There was something theatrical as well as piti-
ful in the moron Lennic who is dependent on his friend
George, but there was also an aching timeliness in the plans
they make to have somewhere a small farm of their own and
be secure. The novels of the prosperous twenties had per-
petually ridiculed people who desired no more than enough
to eat and a place to sleep. A novel of the depressed and
unemployed thirties could make touching heroes of men for
whom such desires were now Utopian.

The Long Valley (1938) contained the beautiful short story
The Red Pony and others which had little to say about the
times. But in Steinbeck's passionate, salty masterpiece The
Grapes of Wrath (1939) he returned to the plight of men
desperately looking for a living. His scene was larger than
California. The soil had been blown away by the winds in
the Dust Bowl and starving farmers set out for California,
where they were told they would be welcome. Steinbeck
traveled over the route from Oklahoma, studying the condi-
tions they left behind, the hard details of the migration, their
disillusionment at the end. Of course no people in possession
of good lands have ever welcomed migratory tribes pouring in
upon them. Men will fight as hard to hold land as to obtain
it. But Steinbeck could not see this movement of Americans
from Oklahoma as a migration on primitive terms. He be-
lieved that injustice had helped drive them from their farms,
that injustice helped keep them homeless beyond the desert.
Certainly here were hundreds of thousands of men and
women destitute in plain sight of abundance. They were
men and women, not mere factors in an economic situation.
Statistics could not tell their story. Steinbeck told it as an
intimate history of the Joad family in their wanderings. Read-
ers who had thought of migrant workers as so many negligible
thousands on the road or at work in masses, now suddenly